
 

LGBTQ+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Transgender, Questioning plus others that don’t fit 
into a label.  

LGBTQ+ young people are at a higher risk of mental health problems than others.  

In today’s culture LGBTQ+ is championed and accepted.  Young people will often not 
understand a negative shame mindset when it comes to this.   

Young people who have grown up not going to church will not think there is a ‘problem’ 
with being gay, and often champion those that are.  Obviously, it is not as simple as this 

in individual stories, but the mindset change has shifted dramatically over the last 5 
years.  

Young people in a church context will be much more aware that there is a conflict 
around this area and be less likely to talk openly about any questions they have. But 
what they will be hearing from school and media is that there is no conflict when it 

comes to choosing who you are.  

When it comes to understanding the specifics of where Ivy stand on a few issues please 
talk to your site leader, or an elder. 

But for Ivy Youth, our job is to introduce them to Jesus.   
If a young person has not given their life to Jesus, we have no real standing to speak 

into their choices, and we must love and accept everyone who comes to us, no matter 
their identity or choices.  

If they have decided they want to live for Jesus, then we must allow the Holy Spirit to 
do His work, and guide them into living fully for Him.  We need to always remind them 

that He is now in charge - of everything, over all of our identity and choices, and to help 
them on this journey.  

We would also just point them back to the bible, and let the Holy Spirit and themselves 
decide what the bible says on it, for themselves.  

Verses such as: 
• John 3:16 
• Deuteronomy 22:5 
• Leviticus 18:22 / Leviticus 20:13 
• Romans 1:18-32 
• Genesis 1:27 
• 1 Timothy 1:9-10 
• 1 John 3 
• 2 Corinthians 5:17 
• Acts 2:17 

It is always a complex issue, but the fundamental is to accept all young people who are 
a part of Ivy Youth, and encourage them to meet Jesus, and stand with them, no matter 

where they are on their journey with Him. 
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